Hardware reviews 

palmOne Zire 72 GPS Bundle 




In brief 

Price £349.99 inc VAT 

Verdict 82% 

Operating System 

Palm OS 5.2.8 

Processor 

Intel ARM 312 MHz 

Built-in RAM 

32MB 

More information 

www.palmone.com/uk 


Key features 

All you need for 
navigation in a 
single box 
Software supplied 
on an SD card 
Good multimedia 
features on Zire 72 


PALMONE ZIRE 72 
GPS BUNDLE 

This is palmOne's second bundle to feature 
a Palm PDA, GPS antenna and software 


D almOne must feel its first 
foray into bundling a GPS 
antenna and software with a 
Palm was a success, as the inaugural 
bundle with the Tungsten E has been 
followed up with this one, based 
around the multimedia-centric Zire 72. 

The idea behind this kind of bundle 
is to provide everything you need for 
GPS-based navigation in a single box. 
So for the princely sum of £349.99, 
you get a single box containing what 
you'd normally get if you bought the 
Zire 72, and the things you need for 
GPS navigation - a holder for the Zire 
72, various car-mounting choices, 
including a rather good combination 
cigarette charger and mount, a GPS 
antenna, and a power charger. 

You also get the software that's 
necessary to complete the navigation 
picture. In this case that means two 
things. The Via Michelin MapSonic 
software for palmOne comes pre¬ 
installed on a 256MB SD card. Ours 
had 94MB free, which you could use 
for your own purposes. You also get a 
CD with desktop software on which 
you can calculate routes - handy if you 
want to do some planning on a bigger 
screen before travelling. Maps of the 
UK and Ireland are included. 


Pairing the GPS antenna with your 
Zire 72 is straightforward - you'll need 
to refer to the printed quick start guide 
for the required Bluetooth passkey. 
Also note that the first use of the GPS 
antenna requires a rather lengthy 
initialisation time - up to 30 minutes. 

With pairing complete you are ready 
to plan routes. To be honest, we've 
never found the MapSonic software 
all that nice to use, there are a few 
fiddles that some other navigation 
applications don't have. Once you are 
into the groove, planning routes is 
fairly easy, there are the usual spoken 
instructions, and best of all it has an 
editable database of Points of Interest. 
There are extra Points of Interest 
available for download from the Web - 
some free, some for a fee. 

The Zire 72 itself is a PDA for those 
who like their multimedia. We 
reviewed it in full in Issue 25 and it 
came out with a verdict of 84 percent. 
We will just recap on the main points 
here. The Zire 72 has a nice fast 
processor, built-in camera capable 
of shooting stills at resolutions from 
1280 x 960 pixels to 160 x 120. The 
RealOne Player is on ROM, so you 
can easily play MP3s stored either in 
main memory or on an SD card. And 


to emphasise the multimedia two of 
the shortcut buttons are mapped to the 
camera and RealOne Player. The 
screen is nice and clear, and it has a 
320 x 320 pixels resolution. 

Bluetooth is built in - we've already 
noted that this is how you connect 
to the GPS antenna, but you can also 
use it to connect with a phone, and 
the Web Pro browser is on ROM 
along with a phone dialler. The Zire 72 
has a distinctive look, with navy blue 
casing that helps it stand out from the 
crowd. If anything lets this PDA down, 
it's the 24MB of available memory. As 
we noted in our full review - real 
multimedia fans will want more for all 
their photos and other data. 

Overall, the Zire 72 is a very good 
PDA from palmOne. Not brand new 
now, but still it stands out as a fine 
multimedia PDA, let down only by 
a lack of on-board memory. The 
beauty of this all in one navigation 
solution is that you get everything you 
need in one fell swoop, but if you 
already have any of the constituent 
parts, for example navigation software 
or a GPS antenna, you might find 
yourself better off looking around for 
good price deals on separates. If not, 
this is a good option. ■ 


"The beauty of this navigation solution is that yon get 


Also consider 



Mio 168 

£399 

Windows Mobile 2003 for PPC 
62MB (64MB installed) 

A Pocket PC with a built-in 
GPS antenna and includes the 
CoPilot software 
Reviewed Issue 23 



Tom Tom Mobile 

£199 inc VAT 

Compatible with some 
Windows Mobile and Series 
60 Smartphones 
■ N/A 

Navigation for your phone from 
one of the masters of the genre 
Reviewed Issue 31 





You can record 
voice memos 
with this button - 
quicker than 
writing it down 


Battery life 

Manufacturer's claimed life: 

Up to 5 days of average use 
Test results: We used 
BatteryBench to test the 
Zire 72 and got three hours 
31 minutes of life at 'Full 
Power' setting 


Actual size 

Dimensions Measuring 116 x 75 x 
17mm the Zire 72 is 
what we'd expect to 
see from a PDA 
Weight At 136g the Zire 72 
will feel light in 
the pocket 



What's in the box? Here are some 
of the software highlights... 


Settings 

What is it: Preferences setting 



Day mode 2D mode Restore 


settings 



Tap this button when 
you are ready for 
some tunes 


Z4t> 


CO 


The GPS receiver 
connects using 
Bluetooth 


everything you need in one fell swoon" 


Back to Exit navigation 
Navigation 


Use it for: 

Choose the look and feel of the software 
from here 


Route Planner 

What is it: Identify your destination 


Merton 

▼ | 111 Street ▼ 

Search text 

1 |D Groui 

Search)! » ) 
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Use it for: 

Telling the software exactly where 
you want to go 


Dimensions 116 x 75 x 17mm 


Weight I36g 


Processor Intel ARM 312 MHz 


Installed RAM 32 MB 


Operating System Palm OS 5.2.8 


size 2.8 inches 


Display resolution 320x 320 pixels 


Expansion slot 1 x SD 


itia verdict 


Performance 


7/10 



Q^^essories 



SD cards 

Price: £50 for 256MB 

Use it for: Extra storage 
Get it from: www.widget.co.uk 


Quality headphones 

Price: From £25 

Use it for: Improved MP3 sound 
Get it from: www.amazon.co.uk 


The Zire72 is a little short on battery life 
and memory, and setting up routes in the 
MapSonic software is slightly pesky 


Design 

9/10 

r The Zire 72 looks stylish, and the 

navigation software makes good use 
of screen space 

Build guality 

9/10 

r High hardware standards on the Zire 72. 

Bluetooth antenna a little large 

Supplied software 

9/10 

r Lots of ROM based software on the Zire 72 

Value for money 

7/10 

W Worth the money if you hanker for a Zire 

72 plus navigation tools 

TOTAL 

82 % 

■ If you don't already have any navigation 
kit, then this would be a neat way to 
get the lot in one go 
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